Development and evolution of pelvic exenteration: historical notes.
Fifty years after the development of pelvic exenteration, the operation remains a gold standard in the surgical management of advanced pelvic malignancy. The operation has evolved through several predictable phases including technical improvements, lowered morbidity and mortality, and improved patient selection. Despite progress in supportive peri-operative care, pelvic exenteration is a major undertaking that should be performed in centers with proven interest and expertise in the field. We trace the early developments of the operation, the period of maturation, and the current place of this procedure in the armamentarium of the oncologic surgeon.